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cavalry was so freely used and played so
important a part, hand-to-hand conflict
was much more frequent than in ordi-
nary wars. In fact, every officer of that
branch had numberless opportunities of
testing his skill at arms; for skirmishes
were often of almost daily occurrence;
and in each skirmish he carried his life
literally at the point of his sword. To
resume: A few minutes afterwards an-
other adventure of a "touch and go"
nature befell me. In a melie a brother
officer had singled out a rebel foot soldier,
and was hotly striving to cut him down,
but his antagonist with bayonet fixed
kept him at bay, and had just brought
his musket to his shoulder to fire, when
most luckily in the very nick of time I
saw what was going on, and charged the
Pandy, who, disconcerted by the sudden
attack, hurriedly attempted to shift his
aim on to me, but ineffectually. As he
pulled the trigger his bullet sped harm-
lessly past my face, while I brought the
edge of my sword down on his skull with
such good will that it clave in two, and